The  Experienced  Chriftian's 
MAGAZINE. 


For  MAT,  1796. 


'An  Account  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  Polycarf, 
tt^ho  "jcas  Bijhop  (or  Angel)  of  the  Church  of. 
Sfnyrna,  at  the  time  when  St.  fohn  ivas  in  the 
.  Jjle  of  Patmos. 

See  Revel,  ii.  8,  9,  10. 

PoLYCARP  "Has  a  difciplc  of  St.  John, 
therefore  (although  in  the  lonefome  ifland)  could 
not  but  fee  with  pleafure  the  flourifliing  Rate 
of  the  Church  which  he  was  Prime  Minifter  of: 
But  poverty,  tribulation,  and  perfecution  was 
his  lot.  Three  days  before  he  was  apprehended, 
ha  ving  retired  after  prayer  to  reft ;  and  being 
fallen  aflecp,  he  faw  in  a  dream  the  pillow  let  on 
fire  which  was  under  his  head,  and  he  thought 
fuddenly  confumed  to  afhes  :  which  matter,  when 
he  awoke,  he  interpreted  to  thofe  about  him,  to 
be  a  prefage,  that  his  life  was  near  its  end,  and 
that  his  body  would  be  burnt  for  the  teftimony 
of  Chrift,  according  to  the  cpiftles  directed  to  him 
by  St.  John.  When  the  ibldies  s  cante  for  him, 
-he  defired  them  to  take  Pome  refrelhment ;  after 
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they  had  eaten  and  drank  at  his  table,  he  aflced 
them  leave  to  n^akc  prayer  with  his  family  and 
friends  once  more,  which  they  con  fen  ted  to  ;  and 
when  he  had  concluded,  and  recommended  all  to 
God  in  Chrifl,  he  faid,  I  am  now  ready  to  go 
with  you.  The  foldirrs  whofe  hearts  by  this  time 
w'ere  alnmfi:  melted  within  them  by  fuch  love, 
.gave  him  an  opportunity  to  nuake  his  cfcape,  but 
he  embraced  it  not. 

At  length  they  told  him  to  efcape  from  them 
and  that  rhev  would  not  prevent  him;  but  he 
afkcd  thciii  how  they  would  anfwcr  that  to  him 
who  feat  tlicni  ;  uJIiag  them  that  a  rerniilncfs  in 
duty  v.  ould  caufc  them  to  be  puniflicd  by  their 
comniajider;  to  which  they  replied,  we  will  fay 
we  could  not  find  you.  He  anfwcrcd,  but  you 
have  found  ive,  and  in  that  yo'u  would  tranfgrcfs 
the  law  of  God,  through  my  means ;  upon 
which,  they  reply,  you  will  be  burned,  and  we 
defire  that  you  efcape,  how  will  you  bear  fo 
cruel  a  death?  To  which  he  replied,  Him 
whom  I  have  ferved  for  many  years  alter  a  feeble 
manner  will  not  forfakc  me  now  ;  I  am  willing 
to  die  for  him  that  I  mav  eternally  live  with 
him  be  not  difmayed,  you  are  doing  your  duty, 

I  lay  nothing  to  your  charge — I  hope  this  day 
you  may  fee  and  know  that  Jclus  Chrill  is  wor¬ 
thy  of  all  adoration,  and  tliat  he  died  for  you 
alio.” 

When  they  brought  him  before  the  proconfiil, 
he  afkcd  him,  “  Art  thou  Polycarp  who  is  called 
Biflicp  of  Sn.yrna.”  lie  anfwered,  “  Yea,  my 
name  is  Polycarp.”  “  If  thou  wilt  fwcar,  I  will 
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3et  thee  go  :  Blafpheme  and  defy  Chrift  and  thou 
ihalt  have  my  protc(5tion  and  be  lafe to  which 
Polycarp  anfwered,  Four  fcorc  years  have  I 
ferved  Chrift,  neither  hath  he  offended  me  in  any 
thing,  but  on  the  contrary  I  found  him  a  good 
friend,  withholding  no  good  thing  from  me,  and 
how  can  I  revile  fo  gracious  a  mafter.” 

Proconful.  “  I  have  wild  beafts  to  devour  thee 
unlels  thou  change.” 

l\5!ycarp.  “  Bring  them  out,  for  we  have 
'determined  by  Divine  aid  not  to  change,  nor  to 
turn  from  fb  good  a  caufe  to  fo  bad  a  one  as 
yours  ;  it  is  more  reafonable  for  you  to  turn  frem^ 
evil  to  the  Chriftian  caufe  which  is  good  and 
juft.” 

Proconful.  ”  I  will  tame  thy  madnefs  with 
fire,  if  thou  feareft  not  wild  beafts,  nor  changeft  ^ 
thy  refolutions.” 

“  Polycarp.  “  Thou  threateneft  me  with  fire, 
which  lafts  but  an  hour  and  is  quickly  quenched  ; 
but  thou  art  ignorant  of  the  evcrlafting  fire  which 
will  fall  on  the  defpifers  of  jefus  at  the  day  of 
judgment,  and  of  thofe  cndlefs  torments  which 
are  referved  for  the  w'icked — But  why  makeft 
thou  this  delay  ?  appoint  me  what  death  you 
picafe.” 

The  pile  being  prepared,  when  they  went  to 

Jiail  him  to  the  poft,  he  faid- — “  Nay,  let  me  be 

•even  as  I  am  ;  for  Jefus  Chrift,  who  gave  me 

ftrength  to  come  to  the  fire,  will  give  me  patience 

xo  abide  in  it  without  your  faftening  my  body 

w  ith  nails.  ” — When  they  bound  him,  he  prayed 
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fhifs : — O  Father  of  thy  well  beloved  and  blefled 
Son  jefus  ChriH,  through  whom  we  have  known 
thee ;  O  (iod  of  angels,  God  of  power,  and  of 
every  living  creature,  and  of  juft  men  who  live 
in  thy  prefence;  1  thank  thee  that  thou  graci- 
oully  vouchfafeft:  this  day  and  this  hour,  to  allot 
me  a  portion  in  the  number  of  martyrs  :  and 
that  I  fliould  dunk  of  the  cup  of  my  blelled 
Redeemer,,  for  the  refurretftion  to  everlafting 
life,  both  of  body  and  foul,  through  the  operation 
of  the  Holy  Spirit;  for  I  ft;ail  this  day  be  re¬ 
ceived  among  thy  w  itnefics,  into  thy  prcfcnce, 
as  an  acceptable  facrificc  :  and  a;;  thou  haft  pre¬ 
pared  and  revealed  this  to  me  beforehand,  lo  thou 
haft  now  accorr:p!ifticd  and  fulfilled  it.  O  thou 
inoft  true  God,  whofe  promifes  can  never  fail; 
therefore  for  all  ihcle  things  I  praife  thee,  1 
bid's  thee,  I  glorify  thee,  through  the  cvcrlaft- 
ing  fticpherd  and  bifliop  of  my  foul  Chrift  JefusJ 
to  whom  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Spirit  be  all 
iignour  and  glory,  world  without  end.  Amen." 

Before  Iris  body  was  quite  confumed,  juft  before 
his  fpeech  left  him,-  he  made  the  following- 
prayer  : 

“  O  God,  the  Father  of  thy  well  beloved  Son 
Jefus  Chrift,  through  whom  we  receive  the 
know  ledge  of  thee  and  the  adoption  of  fons  ; 
O  (iod,  the  Creator  of  all  things ;  upon  thee  i 
call  ;  thee  I  confefs  to  be  the  true  God ;  thee  I 
glorify:  O  J.ord  receive  me,  and  make  me  a 
companion  of  thy  faints,  at  the  refurreclion, 
through  the  merits  of  our  great  High  Prieft,  thy 
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"lb  efoilovjiHg  beautiful  difcQurJe,  is  iraujlated  frhn 
the  French  cf  that  celebrated  dh’ine,  the  Rev- 
Mr.-  Claude. 


SERMON  ON  THE  NECESSITY  CF  WO 
OUT  OUR  SALVATION, 


orks  of  him  that  fer.t  vie^ 
')l  comeib  ''ashen  n-j  man  can 


jL  here  is  one  thing  ncccfTary,  which  is, 
our  l.ilvation,  Moll  chriftiins  agree  in  that  tniih  ; 
but  fomc  do  not  remember,  that  to  attain  an  endj 
they  mull  ufe  the  means,  and  that  a  dclirc 
for  lalvation,  is  fruitlcfs  without  Rrivi Others 
grant  that  this  work  is  ncccflary  ;  but,  ti'.o’  the 
moT  Important,  it  is  ever  p.-'ocrallinated.  In 
order  to  root  out  fuch  dreadful  delulions,  I 
mean  to  meditate  with  you,  about  thofe  com- 
prehenlivc  expreflions  of  our  Saviour.  /  mull 
zvorkthe  ivorks  of  him  that  fent  me  zvhile  it  is  day-, 
the  night  comeib,  v:hen  no  man  can  zisork. 
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Their  literal  acceptation  concerns  only  the 
facred  pciTon  of  Jefus  Chrilf.  As  J^fns  Ckrifl 
t'.'ijffd  hy,  he  fazv  a  man  ivl'9  z^as  blind  from  his 
birth.  Now,  tho’  he  knew  that  his  enemies  would 
clamour  a^ainfl  him,  if  he  did  open  the  eyes  of 
the  blind  on  the  Hibbath  day,  yet  he  fpat  on  the  \ 
gr-'ur.d,  and  made  clay  of  the  /pit tie,  and  anointed  \ 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  tsAth  the  cla"  :  but  previoufly, 
he  prepares  the  minds  of  his  dilciples,  to  that 
miracle,  by  faying  unto  them,  I  mujl  zvork  the 
•a'orks  of  him  that  fent  me  while  it  is  day ;  the  night 
comet tj  zvhen  no  man  can  zvork. 

Thofe  cxprelTions,  the  day,  the  night,  arc  here 
ufed  figuratively,  according  to  the  circumflance 
in  which  they  were  fpoken. 

The  day  means  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  mi- 
niftry  on  the  earth,  which  was  far  fpent,  the  laft 
year  thereof  being  then  entered  upon  ;  the  night 
does  not  mean  that  he  was  to  forfake  his  church, 
for  he  faid,  clfewhere,  I  am  with  you  alzvays  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  zvorld,  only  that  he  was  to 
deprive  it  of  his  corporeal  prefence,  Thofe  works 
whereof  hehaffens  the  execution,  luggeft  on  one 
hand,'  that  his  inifTion  had  an  aim,  and  on  the 
*  other,  that  he  inceffantly  prelT'cd  to  it. 

Now  my  brethren,  to  unfold  untcr  you,  plainly 
and  obvioufly  that  aim,  I  fliould  begin  a  doleful  and 
mortifying  account  of  the  iniferics  of  all  finners  ; 

I  fliould  relate  unto  you  all  the  holy  oracles  of  the 
prophets,  and  magnificent  promifes  of  the  gof- 
pel,  in  w'hich  God  hath  not  been  fparing  ofhis  gifts, 
and  hath  vouchfafed  his  tender  mercies  toall  man- 
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kind.  Let  us  view  the  ftrokcs  of  that  aiiguft^ic- 
ture,  which  belong  more  particularly  to  our  text ; 

Uc  ivjs  to  Be  anointed  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the 
meek,  he  zvas  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  pro¬ 
claim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
prifon  to  them  that  are  bound,  he  was  to  uphold, 
to  rtrengthen  his  doctrine  through  fuch  wonders 
as  the  prophets  had  foretold  as  his  chipf  and 
fpecial  marks  ;  he  w.is  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind, 
the  mouths  of  the  dumb,  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  he 
was  to  fu  jfer  our  griefs,  to  be  condemned  for  our 
lins,  to  atone  for  our  iniquities. 

Ah  !  my  brethren,  how  perfectly  hasthat  dutiful 
fon  performed  the  works  of  his  father  ;  let  us  open 
the  feripture  which  has  recorded  and  conveyed 
fafe  to  us  the  particulars  of  his  glorious  miniltry  ; 
how  pure  and  fublimc  is  his  doctrine  !  how  mar¬ 
vellous  and  numerous  I  his  maxims  how  many# 
and  auguft  his  myfteries  !  how  oltentimcs  has 
he  difmayed  the  w  ifeft  feribes,  and  moft  learned 
doctors!  ruled  by  his  precepts,  the  people  that , 
walked  in  darknefs,  have  feen  great  light  ;  how* 
many  and  what  wonders  !  the  lame  zvalk,  the  leaters 
are  dean  fed,  the  blind  fee,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are 
raifed,  and  devils  cajl  out.  How  many  labours  ! 
Jefus  goes  teiiitlefs  from  borough  to  borough, 
from  town  to  town,  ftrewing  every  place  with  his 
exhauftlcfs  favours ;  every  where  healing  the  ‘ 
bodily  difeafes  o.f  linners,  he  engages  them  to  rc- 
pcn^ncc.  A>  long  as  I  asn  tn  the  zvorlJ,  fays  he, 
lam  the  light  of  the  zvorld,  every  0])portunity 
•.of glorifying  his  ccleftial  father,  is  delightful  to 
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him :  he  lays  hold  of,  catches  them  carefully, 
none  are  omitted.  Finally,  the  laft  word  that  his 
fe.cred  mouth  delivers,  is  -to  warn  us  that  he  has 
ended  the  great,  the  difficult  vork  which  he 
had  undertaken,  yf//  ;x  finijbed.  lhavt  tvrougkt 
tvb/lfi/ivas  day,  the  laorks  of  hi»i  that  f cut  vie,  I 
have  heaped  benefits  upon  men,  reali/cd  all 
figures,  all  types,  verified  all  oracles.  My 
divine  miflion  is  fulfilled,  the  vight  ecvieth 
ivhcv  k:  man  can  work. 


This  is  in  few  words,  the  literal  meaning  of 
our  text.  The  folemnity,  whereupon  we  are  met, 
fliould  doubtlefs  empowvcr  me  to  attraCl  longer 
your  thoughts  on  Jefus,  and  I  fhould  more  pro¬ 
lixly  relate  the  admirable  hiftory  of  his  life,  were 
I  fpcaking  to  perfons  lefs  a.cquainted  with  our 
divine  feriptures  ;  and  indeed  were  our  confcience 
4^ood  and  candid,  it  would  tell  us  if  we  do  not  "o 
the  ways  of  Jefus  Chrifl  ;  if  we  do  not  imitate  fo 
noble  a  model,  we  muft  own  that  we  lln  not 


ignorantly.  But  the  afore-fpoken  of  fcducing  • 
dclufions,  voluptuoufnefi,  diverfions,  worldly 
niaxiu:is,  corruptions  the  torrent  of  example  and 


Jeufiom,  the  fuppofed  bitternefs  of  a  chriftia^r 
life,  wearifomncls,  dec.  are  our  main  fpirirual 
difeafes.  Therefore  1  am  to  imitate  wile  doc¬ 
tors,  who  fit  their  remedies  to  their  patients 
fituation.  I  am  to-day  to  convince  you,  that 
like  our  divine  leader,  every  one  of  us  have 
works  to  work  on  earth  ;  that,  to  perform  them 
\  only,  the  day  is  granted  to  us,  and  that  the  night 
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Jhdll  com: ‘ivhen  no  man  can  "jccrk.  Let  us  apply 
that  moral  renfs  to  oiirfelv'cs,  it  abounds  with 
wholefome  inllrudiion,  and  to  handle  it  after  its 
genuine  order,  let  us  conltder, 

I.  The  talk  appointed  us. 

II.  The  abfolute  necedity  of  performing  it 
’ivhile  it  is  day. 

III.  The  dreadful  danger  of  being  prevented 
by  the  night,  zvhen  no  man  can  zi'ork. 

Matter  doubtlefs  worthy  of  your  attention, 
matter  of  the  greatcll  concern,  wherein  we  ought 
to  leave  nothing  undone.  O !  that  I  may  leave 
nothing  unfaid. 

FirlL  Every  one  of  us  have  works  to  work, 
a  talk  to  perform  on  earth.  The  wife  heathens, 
though  lighted  but  with  weak,  wandering  and 
gloomy  reafon,  felt  that  fublime  truth. — Man’s 
conftitution,  excellent  faculties  which  he  is  en¬ 
dowed  with,  that  fecrct  pieafure  which  fprings 
from  the  pradlice  of  virtue  ;  thofe  diarp  remc.”- 
fes  that  arc  the  bitter  fruit  of  crimes,  his  fecblencfs, 
his  needs,  his  numerous  references  to  other  men, 
his  glorious  relation  to  God ;  all  this  led 
them  to  conclude,  that  man  was  fomewhat  bound 
to  himfelf,  to  his  neighbour,  and  to  his  Creator. 

That  man  alone  is  happy,”  faid  one  of  then), 
“  who  knows  but  one  good,  that  is  virtue;  and 
but  one  evil,  that  is  vice,”  “  As  I  am  a  man,” 
faid  another,  "  what  concerns  man  concerns  me 
alfo,  whatever  is  human  I  am  not  afliamed  at.” 

Let  us  endeavour,”  faid  they,  ”  to  imitate  God, 
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through  piety,  juf^-ice,  and  righteoiifncfs  ;  to  imi. 
^ate  him  is  to  woilhip  hin).*' 

Now,  as  in  fiich  a  variety  of  flates  and  conditi¬ 
ons,  flcilfuliy  managed  by  the  fupreme  intelli¬ 
gence,  a  particular  fphere  is  appointed  to  us  ; 
fome  arc  to  command,  fome  to  obey,  fome  to 
fell,  fome  to  purchafe  ;  they  inferred  from  thence, 
that  to  every  llatcmcnt  were  peculiar  duties,  that 
our  tafk  was  to  things  bf>th  general  and  particu¬ 
lar,  and  that  from  the  exact  and  Heady  perform¬ 
ance  thereof,  proceeds  our  virtue,  wifdom  and 
happincTs. 

But  moft  of  thofe  fages,  conflrained,  and  circum- 
feribed  man’s  oiHcnce,  to  this  low,  frai!  and 
mortal  life.  7"he  life  to  come  glimmered  to  fome, 
but  Hamimcring  and  fliivering  th.ey  ventured  the 
bottomlel's  ocean  of  eternity  ;  they  wilb.ed,  but  not 
expected  ;  extolled,  but  not  afferted  it.  O!  ever 
happy  Chriftians !  Let  us  acknowledge  the  cer¬ 
tainty  and  vaHnefs  of  our  light;  but  in  the  mean 
time;  let  us  acknowledge  all  our  duties,  for  this  is 
the  will  of  Cl  od  who  jent  us,  even  our  fanii  if  cation  ; 
Ah !  how  concife,  but  how  compreheniivc  is 
that  word  !  What  ignorance  and  prejudice  to  be 
vaniflicd  away  !  'A  iiat  qucHions  to  be  anfvvered  ! 
What  wcakneis  to  be  overcome!  What  polluti^ 
ons  to  be  cleanfcd  !  What  lolFcs  to  be  recovered  ! 
What  vices  to  be  abandoned  !  What  knowlcd<’*e 
to  be  acquired  !  What  Icdulirv  to  be  obferved  ! 
What  talents  to  be  improved  !  ^Vhat  virtues  to 
be  praeflifed  !  What  favours  to  be  foutrht !  Fi- 
nally,  brethren,  zvbatfoever  things  are  true,  what^ 
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foever  thinrs  are  honejiy  ’xhatfnver  things  are  jujt^ 
•whatfoever  are  pure,  ’wbatfoever  things  are  lovely, 
wbatjoever  things  are  of  a  good  reprt;.  if  there  he 
any,  virtue,  and  if  there  he  any  praife ;  think  on 
thefe  things,  fays  the  great  Ap'fle.  Having  ef-^ 
caped  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  wor/d,  through 
the  knovj ledge  of  fefus  Cbrijl,  zve  mtifl  befides  this 
give  all  diligence,  add  to  our  faith  virtue.,  and  to 
virtue  knozvledge,  and  to  knozvledge  temperance, 
and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godlinefs ^ 
and  to  godlinefs  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  to  brotherly 
kindnefs  charily.  In  a  word,  we  muft  cart  off  the 
old  man,  and  put  on  the  new  one,  refrain  from 
evil,  even  from  all  that  hath  the  appearance  of  it, 
work  good,  even  the  mofl:  difficult,  and  work 
it  whatever  it  coffs.  Thefe  are  a  compendium  of 
the  works  of  him  that  fent  us. 

This  is  our  talk.  Now,  my  brethren,  that 
^alk  is  appointed  to  us  like  a  work  which  exadh* 
carefulnefs,  mindfulnefs,  and  fteadinefs,  even  en¬ 
deavours,  ftruggles  and  conflidhs.  It  is  appointed 
to  us  like  a  neceffafy  work,  which  is  to  be  per¬ 
formed  while  it  is  day.  • 

Second  Part. 

That  day  is  all  the  courfe  of  our  life,  from 
tender  youth  till  old  age;  till  death ;  that  day 
ought  to  employ  all  our  thoughts,  all  our  delires 
all  our  purpofes,  all  our  picafures,  all  our  words, 
all  our  works. 

Jefus  Chrift  doth  r^at  fay,  I  mull  work  but  a 
Vot.  I.  C 
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part  of  - this  day,- but  he  faith  v:hile  it  is  3ay^ 
that  is  to  foy, -every  moment,  mull  be  employed 
'the  obic(ft  ought  to  be  inceflantly  in  view ;  the 
attainment  thereof  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  it 
•ought  to  be  ftrove  for  -with  might  and  main,  the 
•proofs  of  my  aflertion  are  as  follows  : 

I.  I  find  them  in  the  feriptures,  that  are  able 
fo  viake  Us  •wife  to  fahati on,- znA  I  find  them  almoll 
in  every  page;  ioT,  this  is  the  will  of  God.  Is 
not  fuoh  an  order  more  than  fufficient  ?  The 
Lord  fpoke,  the  fervants  ought  to  obey.  Remem¬ 
ber  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth.  IVatch 
and  pray  always  xvith  JleadineJs  ;  that  thing  is  cer- 
jain,  and  I  will  that  thou  atfrin  it  conjlanily,  that 
they  which  have  believed  in  God,  might  be  careful 
to  maintain  good  ivorks.  Behave  then  yourf elves 
as  the  fans  of  the  light ;  and  fo  many  other  expli¬ 
cit  precepts,  fo  many  other  pathetical,  powerful 
txhortations,-that  would  be  ufelefs  and  tedious  to 
mention. 

II.  Thofe  proofs  I  find  in  obvious  Timi_ 
litiides,  in  lively  .pictures,  which  the  feripture 
borrows,  to  inure  us  to  that  abfolute  neceffity. 
Sometimes  it  reprefenu  the  faithful  fervant  under 
the  emblem  of.^  zvrejUer  running  in  a  race,  not 
fjOpelefs,  and  heating  the  airs  fometimes  of  a  fol- 
aier,  taking  the  fhield  of  faith,  endued  with  thg 
helmet  of  falvat ion,  the  fword  of  the  fpirit  girt 
clout  wito  truth,  having  on  the  breaf-plate  of 
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fighteou/ne/s,  and  Jlrenglhened  with  the  whole 
armour  of  Gad,  that  he  may  withftand  in  ihe  evil 
day;  here,  of  a  traveller  who  knowing  that  n® 
city  is  durable  in  this  world,  pants,  and  longs  always 
after  that  to  come.  There,  the  paths  of'  a  righ¬ 
teous  man,  are  as  a  fhiniiig  light;  whereof  the 
brightncfs*increafcih  till  the  middle  of  the  day  ;  alfo 
where  Chriftians  are  as  living  (tones,  that  are  tor 
be  cut,  hewed; polifiicd,  to  be  built-up  a  fpiritual, 
houfe. 

III.  Thofe  proofs  I  find  without  any  more  ada 
in  the  examples  that  are  given  in  the  feripture®' 
as  patterns.  To  infill:  not  upon  the  example  op 
Jefus  Chrill, which  is  peremptory  and  able  by  itfelf 
to  affirm,  that  neceffity  oi working  while  it  is  day. 
Let  us  look  upon  -Daniel,  who  in  fpite  of  fevere 
orders,  and -dreadful  thrertnings  of  a  mighty 
monarch,  prays,  folemnizes,  worfliips  his  God  aSi 
before. 

Thofe  zealous  Jews,  w  ho  under  wife  Nchemiah’s 
directions,  building  up  the  wall  of  Jerufalcin, 
with  one  hand  held  a  weapon,  and  with  the  other- 
wrought  in  the  work,  from  the  rifug  of  morning 
till  the  ftars  appeared.  St.  Paul  reltlcisly  fet  up¬ 
on  the  painful  duties  of  his  apoftlediip,-  w  hom  no 
hindrance  no  incumbrance  fiackens ;  who  calls 
for,  who  urges  us  to  follow  himj  faying,  "  Bre¬ 
thren,  I  count  not  myfelf  to  have  apprehended  ih^ 
mark;  Lut  I  follow  after,  that  I  may  apprehend 
that  for  which  alfo  I  am  apprehended  of  JefuS 
Cbrif-.”  How  comprehenfive  arc  thofe  few 
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words  :  This  one  thing  1  do,  forgetting  tbofe  things 
which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  tho/e  things 
which  are  before  I  pr.efs  towards  the  mark,  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chriji  Jcfus. 
LafHy,  my  Brethren,  the  true  difciple  lives  no  more 
to  bimfelfy  to  ufe  the  fcriptuie’s  cxprelTions,  but 
Chrid  in  him  and  even  fince,  whatever  he  works 
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is  liamped  with  the  Chrirtian  ftamp,  whatever  he 
works  tends  to  the  glory  of  Him  that  fent  him. 
Like,  (give  me  leave  to  ufe  that  iimilitude)  like  a- 
river  that  grows  more  fpacious  as  it  runs 
down  from  its  narrow  fpring,  fornctimes  rolling- 
calm,  fmooth  waves,  then  falling  frothy  and 
breaking  with  violence  againft  craggy  rocks, 
fometimes  furged,  fwelled,  overthrown  with 
loofencd  winds,,  nevcrthelefs  obferving  uniform¬ 
ly  its  progrefs,  till  it  difappears  in  the  abforbing 
immcnlity  of  the  fea. 

IV.  Thofe  proofs  I  find  in  the  generaf  conduct 
of  men;  wifer  in  worldly  than  celeflial  affairs. 
What  is  their  behaviour  ?  Have  they  formed  and 
undertaken  an  important  defign  ?  Ah  !  they  are 
not  at  a  lofs  to  fay  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  they  mull 
make  the  befi;  of  the  occafion,  and  do- their  utmoft 
to  prevent  its  flipping.  Look  upon  an  ambitious 
man  ;  what  cares,  what  folicitudcs,  what  repulfes, 
what  contumelies,  what  abjecTtions,  he  has  inured 
himfelf  to?  Look  upon  a  covetous  man;  he 
reftlefsly  watches  every  means  of  enriching  himfelf 
and  eagerly  catches  them  when  offered:  neitherwin- 
tcr’s  frigid  fi'.ow,  nor  fummer’s  fultry  fun,  nor  long 
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journeys,  nor  increallng  toils,  i;or  nipping  cenfurc 
of  the  worid,  nor  melting  tears  of  a  family  fharing 
his  fate,  in  any  rcrpecl  awes  him  or  llackens  his 
greedy  activity  ;  he  wants  to  heap  up  riches,  this 
is  his  aim,  this  is  the  central  point  whereto 
concur  all  his  defigns,  all  his  Iteps,  all 
his  labours.  Oh  !  we  cowardly  Chriflians  !  will 
we  feel  Icfs  zeal  for  our  falvation  ?  Will  we  feel 
lefs  zeal  for  fecuring  the  pofTcirion  of  the  eternal 
treafures. 

V.  Thole  proofs  I  find  even  in  the  chimerical 
pretences  which  we  produce  to  cxcufe  our 
dullnefs.  It  is  faid  daily,  and  it  may  be,  fome  among 
us  mind  it  now  in  their  heart,  wc  are  too  weak 
to  be  recovered,  we  have  too  many  imperfe<flions 
to  be  amended,  too  many  pallions  to  be  fubdued, 
too  many,  and  too  cruel  enemies  to  be  con¬ 
quered,  wc  dcfpairof  fuch  a  perfeClion. 

Doubtlcls  inv  brethren,  fuch  a  kind  of 
rcafoning,  leads  us  into  worldly  folicitudes, 
incumbrances,  and  emptinels.  Is  it  not  precifely 
bccaule  we  are  weak,  that  by  all  means  wc  ought 
to  look  to  God,  CO  furround,  to  firengthen,  to  fence 
us  within  the  hedge  of  grace,  /  cun  do  all  Ibiugs 
through  Chriji "which Jlrengtheneth  me .  Is  it  notprccilc- 
ly  bccaufe  ,  wc  arc  lick,  that  we  need  a  phylician,  a 
llrict  courfe  ot  diet ;  is  it  not  precifely  bccaufe  we 
have  pallions  to  be  quieted,  that  wc  inufl  needs  en- 
creafeour  endeavours,  for  to  loofenthem  is  to  meta_ 
morphofe  them  into  raging  monflers,  which  man¬ 
gle,  fwallow  us  up.  Is  it  not ;  Laflly,  bccaufe 
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wc  have  enemies  to  be  fubdued,  that  we  muft  in- 
ccflantly  watch,  armed  from  top  to  toe,  for  the 
flighteft  inattention  of  the  mind,  the  fhortciV 
^vinking  of  the  eyes,  is-  fufficient,  to  fall  under, 
their  mercilefs  hands,  and  periih  irretrievably. 

(To  bt  continued.) 

FOR  THE  I  X PER  IE NCED  Christian's  M AG AZi:-.*£. 


Account  of  the  experience  and  Death  of  Mrfs, 
Bartine  of  Nezv^York. 

A  BOUT  two  years  ago,  I  was  called  upon  by 
Mifs  Hunt,  to  vilit  her  filler,  Mrs.  Bartine,  who. 
had  been  affliifled  for  fome  time  with  a  confump- 
Uon  ;  her  dilTolution  was  fuppofed  to  be  near- ; 
the  phyfician  Dr.  C — ^p — n,  having  no  hope  of 
her  recovery. 

I  was  informed  by  her  pious  mother,  and  fifl:cr> 
that  flic  was  infcnfiblc  of  her  /late  by  nature,  an^ 
too  little  concerned  for  her  eternal  welfare. 

Neverthclefs  it  was  the  delire  of  her  hufband 
and  friends,  that  flie  Ihould  be  reminded  of  it 
before  it  was  too  late.  VV  hen  I  came,  flic  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  dying,  and  although  perlcclly  in  her 
fenfes,  entirely  unconcerned  about  her  future 
flatc  !  After  a  few  words  ot  advice  to  her,  which 
had  little  or  no  imprcliion  o.n  her  mind,  we  made 
our  requefl  to  God  in  her  behalf;  but  being  dif- 
couraged  at  her  apparent  indifference,  I  took  her 
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iiand  without  faying  any  more,  thinking  that  as 
it  was  the  firft  time  I  had  fccn  her,  it  would  be 
the  laft ;  (he  holding  my  hand  faid,  "  mull:  I  be 
left  to  die  without  being  prepared,  a  (Iranger  to 
the  Redeemer’s  love,  without  his  blcfllng  ?  Lord 
have  mercy  on  me,  Chrifl:  have  mercy  on  me  * 
Will  no  one  pity  my  cafe  ? 

"  O  that  Jefus  would  draw  near,  have  meicy  on 
n>e,  and  pardon  me  before  I  go  into  the  place 
from  whence  there  is  no  return.” 

She  called  on  us  to  pray  for  her,  grew  refllcfs 
as  (he  lav,  clafping  her  hands  with  all  her  llrcngth, 
faying,  "  if  I  die  as  I  am  I  (hall  be  undone  for 
ever  and  ever  ;  for  I  am  a  (inner,  I  have  nc- 
glerted  the  great  end  for  which  I  was  fent  into 
the  world,  until  now.”  All  in  the  houfe  lecmcd 
to  be  affedted  at  her  lamentation.  We  efttempt- 
cd  to  join  in  prayer  once  more  for  her  ;  but  fne 
-almod:  prevented  us,  by  her  confeflion,  and 
prayers  to  the  Almighty  God  ;  her  cry  was,  that 
jefus  would  draw  near,  and  fave  her  foul,  which 
he  refufed,  (lie  muft  die  eternally  ;  Mrs.  S. 
her  mother,  faid,  “  my  dear  child,  he  is  here,  we 
•  are  fure  he  is  near  to  blefs  vou  ;”  (he  anfwcred. 
**  he  (lands  at  a  diftance  from  me,  and  judly  he 
may,  I  have  ncglccled  his  calls,  and  now  be 
may  juft ly  leave  me  to  pcriih  in  my  fins.”  At 
her  requeft,  we  went  to  the  throne  of  grace  once 
more  in  her  behalf,  while  her  tears,  and  prayers 
wereinceftant  ;  fuddenly  (lie  feemed  to  ceafe,  and 
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^aftcra  few  minutes  broke  out  in  language  quite 
dilferent — faying,  "  I  have  found  him,  he  is 
come,  Chrift  has  blcllcd  me,  he  hath  pardoned 
my  fins,  and  I  am  accepted  in  him!”  Her  for- 
rovv  was  now  turned  into  joy,  and  her  mourning 
into  fongs  of  deliverance  :  then  (he  began  to 
look  back  on  her  pafi  life,  which  feemed  but  to 
fwell  the  fong  of  redeeming  mercy— faying,”  what 
have  I  deferved,  even  to  have  been  call  into  hell 
before  this  time:  for  I  have  flighted  the  calls 
snd  invitations  of  God’s  holy  word,  and  fprit,  I 
have  finned  againft  light,  and  love  ;  I  thought 
niy  felf  fcciire,  and. that  I  was  not  fo  w  icked,  at 
many  in  the  world,  yea,  I  thought  myfelf  as 
good  as  need  be  ;  but  now  1  fee  my  life  has  been 
a  fcenc  of  folly  and  vanity,  though  fliort, 
it  was  lull  of  evil  ;  now  I  can  trufl  my  all 
to  my  great  red  emer  chearfully  ;  my  dear  huf- 
band,  and  children,  I  leave  in  the  hands,  and 
care  of  my  glorious  God,  who  hath  done  fo 
much  for  me,  I  fliall  foon  join  the  heavenly 
throng,  to  praile  my  jefus  in  his  glorious 
kingdom  !”  ”  Her  mother  afked  her  to  take  fome 
drink,  to  moiften  her  mouth,  but  flic  refufed, 
no  my  dear  mother,  I  want  no  more  in  this  • 
world,  I  fliall  foon  drink  at  the  fountain  of  life: 
for  God  hath  wiped  all  tears  from  my  eyes 
I  flia‘1  foon  die  and  be  with  Jefus,  my  good 
Sa\iour !” 

While  flic  lived,  which  was  but  a  day  or  two 
longer,  flie  feemed  by  her  calmnefs,  fully  to  be 
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Rayed  on  the  Lord  Jcfu«;  her  refignatJon,  and 
hcdveniy  xonverfation,  was  truly  admirable, 
which  caufed  -her  .phyfician,  who  had  not,  at 
that  time,  any  .great  opinion  of  religion,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  there  was.  in  the  fudden  and 
vifiblc  change  wiought  in  her,  foniething  Mhith 
he  could  not  accoi  nt  for,  upon  philoiophical 
principles.  She  retained  her  confidence  till 
Ihc  breathed  her  lall,  and  fell  alleep  in  the  ariiis 
of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

I  hope  reader,  it  is  now  the  defire  of  your  foul, 
that  the  Lord  would  teach  you  fo  to  number  your 
days,  that  you  may  apply  your  heart  unto  wif- 
dom. 

SOL. 


ACCOUKT  fi/t/te  DLAlh.J  i-  K— ^  N- - T. 

A  T  fixteen  he  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of - 

perfed  in  1  atin  and  Greek,  v.  here  he  continued 
five  years,  and  behaved  fo  agreeable  to  his  reli¬ 
gious  education,  that  he  was  looked  upon  as  a 
blelfing  and  an  ornament  to  his  family.  ■  At  21 

he  came  to  town  and  entered  himfclf  at - ,  to 

ftudy  the  law.  His  new  acquaintance  fiegan  to 
rally  him  for  his  religion;  to  whom  he  would  fay, 
**  Gentlemen,  you  who  pretend  to  realon  can’t 
think  laughter  a  coneJulive  argument.  If  reli¬ 
gion  is  fo  abfurd  as  you  would  have  me  believe 
whydon^tyou  give  feme  fair  reafons  agaiaftit?” 
Th  is  fome  of  them  would  attempt;  and  'though 
their  arguments  at  firfi  were  as  unfiicccfslul  as 
Vol.  1,  D 
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their  raillery,  yet  the  poifoh  funk  in  by  degrees, 
and  at  lift  tainted  him  as  deeply  as  themfelves. 
He  was  adopted  into  their  focietv,  which  met  to 
laydown  rules  for  being  fo  critically  wicked,  that 
the  law  fliould  not  be  able  to  take*iiold  of  them. 
He  had  too  much  prudence  to  lay  himfelf  open. 
He  dill  kept  ft  fair  correfpondence  w  ith  his  friends, 
and  in  drange  places  was  fober  and  referved ;  but 
in  fecret,  and  among  his  acquaintance,  as  wicked 
as  good  parts,  abundance  of  tcj  iptations,  'and  a 

fair  eftate,  enabled  him  to  be.  On  the  —  of - 

he  was  taken  ill,  and  found  (hotwithftanding  al| 
his  precautions)  he  had  not  yet  fliook  off  the  cx- 
pcClation  of  another  life.  This  made  him  throw 
himfelf  upon  his  bed,  and  break  into  thefe  ex- 
preilions — “  Whence  this  war  in  my  bread?  what 
argumcKt  is  there  now  to  afiift  me  againft  matter 
of  fad't?  do  I  affert  there  is  ho  hell,  while  I  feel  it 
ij»  my  own  bofom?  am  I  certain  there  is  no  after- 
retribution  when  I  feel  a  prefent  judgment?  do  I 
affirm  my  foul  to  be  as  mortal  as  my  body  when 
the  body  languifhes,  and  the  foul  vigorous  as  ever? 
O  that  any  one  could  redore  to  me  my  ancient 
guard  of  piety  and  innocence  1  V\'retch  that  I  am, 
whither  lhall  I  dee  from  this  bread  ?  what  w  ill  be¬ 
come  of  me  ?”  One  of  his  old  companions  coming 
in,  here  faid,  “How  now,  brother?  why  this 
melancholy  look  and  podurc?  what’s  the  matter?’’ 

“  I'he  matter!’’  replied  he;  *‘it  is  you  and  your 
companions  have  indilled  your  principles  in  me, 
which  now,  when  I  have  mod  need  of  them, 
leave  me  in  confuiio.n  and  defpair  :  .what  advice 
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ful  expectations  of  another  life  ?  arc  yen.  certain 
the  foil!  is  material  and  mortal,  and  that  it  will 
dilfolvc  with  the  body  ?”  “  So  certain,”  replied 
the  other,  ‘'that  I  venture  ray  whole  upon  it.” 
Here  I  interrupted  them  by  coming  into  the  room, 
and  applying  inyfeif  tO' the  f:ck  perfon,  told  him 
that  I  was  a  llranger  to  him,  but  hearing  of  his 
illnefs,  .1  thought  it  rr.y  duty  to  ofTcr  him  what 
fcrvice  I  was  capable  of.  “I  thank  you,”  faid 
he,  “and  would  dclire  you  to  engage  that  gentle¬ 
man  who  fits  there,  and  prove  to  him  that  the 
foui,is  not  matter,  nor  nicrtal.”  “  That,”  fiiid 
I,  “  is  cahly  proved ;  matter  is  univerfalJy  allowed 
to  be  indift'erent  to  motion  or  rclt ;  that  if  it  be  ia  ' 
reft,  it  will  reft  to  all  eternity,  unlcfs  fomething 
elfcmoveit;  and  ifit  be  in  motion,  it  w  iH  eternal¬ 
ly  move,  unlefs  fomething  eile  Itop  it.  Now, 
you  who  think  the  foul  nutter,  lay,  tint  it  firft 
moves  the  animal  fpirits,  they  the  nerves,  and 
thcle  the  limbs;  bur  to  fay  this,  is  to  fay  that 
matter  moves  itfeif,  which  is  abfurd,  and  contra¬ 
ry  to,  the  maxim,  juft  mentioned,-  therefore  the 
foul  is. not  matter,  and  confequenily  not  liable  tO' 
be  diflblved  as  is  matter.” 

The  lick  gentleman  anfwered  only  with  a  gro.an, 
whilll  his.  friend  made  hafte  out  of  the  room.  I 
was  furprifed  at  fuch  an  eftceft,  and  dehred  to  know 
the  rcafon  of  his  difeontenr,.  "Alas!  Sir,”  faid 
he,  “you  have  undeceived  me,  now'  it  is  too  late  ; 

1  was  afraid  of  nothing  fo  much  as  the  immortali- 
ty  of  the  foul  j  now  you  have  afiured  me  of  that. 
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you  have  aTu^ed-  me  of  belli  and'  of  a  portion; 
among  thofe  who  have  apoft'atized  from  their  reli» 
gion.  You  have  now  fealed.my  damnation,  by 
giving  me  an  earneft  of  it;  I  mean  an  awakened- 
confcience,  that  brings  my  fns  into-  my  remeum— 
brance,  by  reckoning  up  the  numerous  catalogue 
for  which  I  miift  go.  and  give- an  account.  Oh! 
apoftate  wretch,  from  what  hopes  art  thou  fallen? 
Oh  thit  I  had  never  known,  what  religion-  was  :■ 
then.  I-  had. never  denied:  my  Saviour^  nor  been  fo 
black  an  heir  of  perdition  !^’  I  flood  fpcechlcfs 
fon^e  time  at  thefe  flrange  expreflions,  but  as  fjon 
as  I  c  ould  recollect  my  fell,  laid,  "  Sir,  ]•  wpuid 
delire  you-  would  take  care. how  you  violate  the- 
mercies  of 'v;od,  and  think  fo  flight  of  the  fufferings- 
of  Chrifl,  as  if  they  were  not  fufficienc  for.  the 
redemption  of  the  greateft  linncrs,.  This- may  be- 
a  delulion-  of  the  devil..  If  you  are  convinced 
the  foul- is  immortal,  I  hope  it  is  to  a  good  end^ 
If  you  had  died  ignorant  of  it,,  you  had  been  mife- 
rably  undeceived- in  another  world;  now  you  have 
fom?  time  to.  prepare  for  your  welfare.”  To 
which  he  replied,.  **  \s  to  the  mercies  of  God  in 
Chnll,  I  once  knew  and  tafled  what  they  are,. 
V  hich  is- now.  pall,,  to  my  curfc,.  in  that  I  am  now 
fenfiblc  of  my  lols.  They  arc,  I  grant  you,  fuffi- 
cient  for  thofe  who  have  any  lharc  in-  them  :  But 
what  is  that  to  me  who  have  denied  Chrifl,  who 
have  daily  crucified  him  atrefh,  and  put  him  to  an 
open  Iharnc  ?  The  devil  has-  nothing. to  do  with  the 
torture  1  undergo;.  It  u  no  delulion  of  his,  but 
the  jull  judgments  of  God  ;  and  your  convictions, 
are  alto  part  ot  my  heavy  judgment,  in  that  you 
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hare  givea  me  a  fenftble  horror  of  my  fio,  Ky 
provirrg  my  foul  immortal.  Had  J  gone  Itra.-ght 
to  hell,  in  my  old  opinion,  I  had  endured  but  o.ie 
hell,  whereas  I  now  feel  two.  I  n.can  not  cnly  an 
inexprellihlc  torture,  which  I  carry  in  Uiy  bread, 
but  an  expectation  of  I  know  not  what  change.  O 
that  I  were  irr  hell,  that  I  might  feel  the  word !  and 
yet  I  dread  to  die,  hccaufe  the  word  will  never 
have  an  end.” 

(To  he  continued,) 


ton  THE  EXFERIENCED  C  M  R  I  S  f  1  .\  N  '  S  MAGAZINE. 

THE  DYING  CHRISTIAN. 

jL-ilFE’S  laft  glimmerings  fade  away — yet  I 
enjoy  that  which  can  make  the  pafiage  into  another 
world  agreeable — my  conic ience  is  fiee  ; — my  (iod 
hath  blotted  out  all  my  olFenccs ;  I  have  the 
witnefs  of  his  fpirit,  which  informs  me,  I  am 
his  adopted  child.  Yes,  I  am  near  as  i  s  Ton, 
he  looks  down  with  fmlles  upon  me —  le  h  .s 
fent  his  angels  to  convey  iny  Ipirit  horn. —  ne 
gentle  melTengers  are  now  ho  enng  o’er  i.iv 
couch,  ph  Death  !  w  hy  dolt  thou  fo  long  diliy 
giving  the  final  ftroke  to  my  exilleaee — ha  — 
pinefs  open  to  my  view — O  inexhaultiide  delight; 
O  fulnefs  of  joy  ! — Faiewell  l.fe — adieu  iny 
friends. — ” 

Thus  fpake  the  chriltian,  and  thus  died  the 
man — O  kind  reader,  might  thy  da\s  cn  1  I  kc 
his — Like  him  couldlt  thou  but  find  t  uCk4cll 
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bed  e''.rv;then,  and  not  till  then  wouldfl  thou 
^  %  * 

exi-erienccthatpleafiirc  which  the  fincere  chrif- 
fi^in  enjoys — O  happy  (late!  to  be  fiirc  of  heaven,, 
to  know  that  God  is  thine.-^What  happincfs  is 
greater? — Ah!  could  thofe daring  libertines,  thofe" 
diffipated  youths  of  our  day,  but  cad  their  eyes  on 
this,  methinks  they  would  willingiv  exchange  their 
evil  practices,  to  end  their  days  like  Bianda^ 
lus. 

What  fay  you  to  this,  ye  deriders  of  religion,’ 
yc  contaminators  of all  that’s  geod,  who  profefs  the 
Scriptures  to  be  lalfe,  who  hold  to  the  writings  of 
that  dallard  Paine?  VVhll  you  find  fuch  cornfor^ 
in  a  dying  hour  ?  will  you  find  pleafure  at 
the  approach  of  death  ?  will  he  be  to  you  a 
iiiclTcngcr  of  joy  ? — Surely  not — you  will,  when 
perhaps  too  late,  find  the  fallity  of  deifm — you 
w  ill  find  that  Jehovah  will  punifii  the  haters  of 
bis  law,  that  fet  at  nought  his  fon.  He  has  al¬ 
ready,  I  fear,  declared  you  have  no  inheritance 
in  his  kingdom — that  he  will  Jpurn  you  from 
his  prefence. 

And  mull  the  beings  that  the  Almighty  formed 
in  his  own  irnage,  in  his  own  likcnels,  be  the 
objects  of  his  wrath  to  burft  upon  ? — Dreadful 
truth — it  is  even^  fo — yet  they  cannot  call  him 
unjud — No!  they  alone  are  culpable,  for  they 
bring  upon  thcmlelves  his  difpleafurc — he  placed 
them  in  the  world  free  agents,  to  choofc  for 
ihcmfelvcs  ;  he  fet  before  them,  the  alternative, 
happincfs,  or  niifery,  and  they  fooliflily  cleave  to 
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\he  letter — They  ftifle  the  monitor  that  heaven 
has  plac  within,  and  rufli  on  to  folly,  like  the 
horfe  intb  the  battle,  not  looking  to  the  future, 
.New-York,  May  27,  1796. 

ALBERTUS. 

PUBLIUS  .LENTULUS’s  LETTER  io.  SENATE 
oj-  ROME  concerning^  JESUS  CHRIST. 

[It  being  the  ufual  cuRoin  of  the  Roman  Governors  to  .id- 
vertize  the  Senate  and  People  of  fuch  material  things  as 
happened  in  their  refpeflivc  Provinces  ;  in  the  days  of 
Tiberius  Caefar,  the  Emperor,  Publius  Lcntulus,  at  that 
time  being  Prefident,  wrote  the  following  epiftle  to  the 
Senate  concerning  Chrifl.] 

Conscript  Fathers^ 

HERE  appeared  in  thefe  our  days  a  man  of 
great  virtuCj  named  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  yet 
living  among  us  ;  and  of  the  gentiles  is  accepted 
for  a  prophet  of  truth  ;  but  his  own  difcipics  call 
him  the  Son  op  God.  He  raifeth  the  dead,  and 
cureih  all  manner  ©f  difeafes.  A  man  of  flarurc 

fomewhat  tall,  a'hd  comely;  with  a  very  reverend 

•  # 

countenance,  fuch  as  the  beholders  naav  both  love 
and  fear;  his  hair  of  the  colour  of  a  filbert  full 
ripe,  plain  to.  hisears,  whence  downward  it  is  more 
orient  of  colour;  fomewhat  curling  aijd  waved 
about  his  fhoulders.  In  the  midft  of  his  head  is 
a  Icam  or  partition  of  his  hair,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Nazarites  ;  his  forehead  plain  and  delicate, 
his  face  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  beautified  with 
a  comely  red  ;  his  nofc  and  mouth  exadlly  formed  ; 
his  beard  thick,  the  colour  of  his  hair,  not  of  art^ 
great  length,  but  forked  ;  his  look  innocent ;  his 


3t  THE  EXPERIENCED 

rye?  grpy,  clear,  and  quick.  In  reproving  terrible, 
ip  aJmonifhing  courteous,  in  fpeakin;  .wry  mo- 
d?1i  and  wife.  In  proportion  of  body  we'll  lltaped. 
None  have  fecn  him  laugh,  but  many  have  fecn 
him  weep.  A  nan  for  hisfingularbeautyfur* 
paifi.ig  the  children  of  men. 

THE  GOOD  OLD  WAY. 


J-  jVQJJIRING  fouls,  who  long  to  find 
Pnr.ion  of  fin,  and  pf^ace  of  mind: 

Attend  the  voice  of  God  to  day* 

I'liai  bids  you  feek  the  good  old  way. 

Not  all  the  ever-varying  fchemes, 

The  fcx)lilTi  hf'pcs  the  pleafmg  dreams 
Ot  1  alien  man,  compar'd  may  be. 

With  God’^  unchanging  old  way. 

The  fans  of  pharifaic  pride, 

Ey  their  own  woiks,  in  vain  have  tried 
Tocliit'b  the  hills  of  heavenly  day  ; 

And  thus  rejedl  ihe^W old  way. 

The  rightcoufnefs,  th’  atoning  blood 
Ot  jefus,  is  the  way  to  God. 

O  may  we  then  no  longer  Itray, 

But  walk  in  Chriit,  x\\tgood  old  ivay. 

The  prophets,  and  th’  apofilcs  too, 

Purfifd  this  path  while  here  below  ; 

Sure  wc  may  then,  without  difmay, 

Aver,  ikis  is  the  good  old  ivay. 

With  cautious  zeal,  and  holy  love, 

In  this  dear  way  may  we  flill  move; 
Nord'>iibt  to  meet  another  day. 

Where  Jefus  is  the  good  old  way. 


